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RIGGS FAMILY RECORD

NAMES BORN
1A
Grandparents: i\
¥ /
John W, Riggs \7§f May 31, 1798

John Shirley

Martha €. Elliot

}\,‘D,,\ O~ A\
er

Parentss
¥ Erasmus C. Riggs
v Lucy Jo Shirley

Chi ldren:
Mary E. Riggs
Martha Jo Riggs
YLee P. Riggs
Kate C. Riggs
v/ Johm M. Riggs
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TN (e el by
v Elizabeth A. Riggs
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February 14] 18 10, 1840 Y 0"
Sheuasy 14, 1000 | Koy 10, 1540 %)
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January 18,1819

February 17,1827
Jue 23,1843

N

December 9,1861
February 6,1863
May 17, 1864
August 30,1866
September 16,1868
September 10,1870
February 24,1873
March 4,1875
September 20,1877
May 5,1379
December 28, 13881
December 15,1884

November 1,1888
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MARRIED

January 26,1826

July 12, 1860

July 12,1860

September 28,1881
May 17,1858
November 14,1889
SRR
May 1,1904
February 24,1898
March 6,1915

DIED

Janvary 22,1867
July 9,1844
September 9, 1853

hugust 18,1886

July 19,1915
April 9,1909

Died about 5 yrs. old
December 24,1905
May 8, 1924
April 4,1930
August 21,1869
August 22,1927
March 9,1962
March 6,1919
Jue 16,1924
December 22,1917
August 6,1963}
Avgust 9, 1968

After 1966 1971
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Figure 24. From Terry’ (Riggs) Closser, email 3 Mar. 2022.

FAMILY HISTORY

L€l
Born on February 17, 1827 to Mr. and Mrs. John W. Riggs (Susan Fiéher) in

Kentucky was Erasmus Columbus Riggs. There were threce other children: John

Williams, who died in infancy, a daugiteg Eleanor, and another son whom they named

John Williams, also ( as they wished for a son to carry the name of the father).
They moved to Missouri from Kentucky while the children were still young, some-
time about 1837. '

Eleanor Riggs Married John Ball. Their son Johnie R. PBall Jr. never married.
John Ball died a short time after their son was born. Later, she married a man

by the name of Powell. To this union a daughter was born, Barbara Ellen. She

married a man named Ridgevay. Eleanor Riggs Powell lived to be an elderly person.

John Williams Riggs Jr. merried Miss Sussn Blanchard. To this wnion five

children were born: Maggie died in girlhood, Nellie, Willie, Walter, and Susie.

Born on June 23,1843 to John and Martha Elliott Shirley of Fayette Co. Missouri,

a daughter Lucy Jane. There were five other children born to this wnion: Elizabeth,

Lucy Jane, John, Jimmie and George. This family came to California in 1859, and

settled in Colusa Co. -, >

PN = y
John married Miss’Lamb and to this union was born seven children: Bettle,

Bertha, Susie, Ethern, Edgar, Millie, Maude, and Paul who died in October 1915

at the age of 70 yrs. George Died a small boy, and Elizabeth died as a young girl.

Jimrie died. The father died September 9,1853, after a hard struggle making a
living. Martha married a man named George Tucker, who was a widower with several
children. To this wiion a son, Josephs

Joseph Pucker married Miss Annie Harris. No children born, so the adopted a
baby girl, Thurza.

Erasmus C. Riggs came to California with relatives by ox team in 1849, mining
around Dutch Flat and Marysville in Placier Co. In 1852, he returned to Missouri,
making the trip. In 1853, he went back to California, mining and coocking in a

mining camp.

Figure 25. From Terry’ (Riggs) Closser, email 3 Mar. 2022.
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PICTURE CREDITS

He was married to Miss Lucy Jane Shirley in 1860. ILucy Jane Shirley came %o
California with her family in 1659. They crossed the "Plains" by ox teams

After her marriage to Erasmus, they moved to Lake Ce, on the Faught place.
Three children were born: Mary E., Martha J., and Iee P. In 1865, they went to
Oregon, later retwning to Lake Co. settling on the Crawford place, While they
were there, Jobn M. and Stonewall J. were born.

In 1871, they moved % to a place omed by a Dubtchman named Dan Weedig, Later

they bought the place and six other children were born.

lee P, Riggs merried Cynthia Ann Welty. These were dad's grandfather and gramd-

mothers 7o {Aia tonion et o Chitd was o | Awmaae
Ceony « { A s sinws sauy, thod Kee drianic guste a loud
(¢ ] >
and hoot a ‘vad tomGes . Lohen Fuman. wa (8
: ~ flq) A
ho godhue proched hame dodn a lUqid of) Sla
N e, koo ‘oocd

Figure 26. From Terry’ (Riggs) Closser, email 3 Mar. 2022.
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ILLUSTRATIONS

Montgomery
County, MD

Prince George’s
County, MD

Virginia

| Anacostia Watershed

Figure 1. The Anacostia River, formerly known as the Eastern Branch of the Potomac.

The Patuxent River is the wiggling line across the northeast corner of this illustration, from just
left of midtop to midright. In 1726 Prince George’s Parish was defined to be the Eastern Branch,
Rock Creek, and Potomac Hundreds, embracing all the country northwest of a line “beginning
with the mouth of the Eastern Branch of the Potomac, and running up therewith to the fork
thereof, and thence continuing the course of the East Branch to its head, and by a straight line
until it strikes the Patuxent River.” I take this to mean northwest of the line defined in this illus-
tration by the Anacostia River, then its NE Branch, then Beaverdam Creek, then a straight line to
the Patuxent River. At the same time St. John’s Parish was defined to be the Piscataway and New
Scotland Hundreds.
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Figure 2. Early Washington Co., Md., plats: Piles Delight, No. 5 (center bottom)

At coordinates T-U-37, on the Potomac River, patented 4 Sept. 1734 to Richard
Spriggs, 724 acres, with Antietam Creek about four miles to the right of the numeral 5
(using the map’s scale), running east of north, passing about three miles right of the
shaded Conococheague Manor, owned by Lord Baltimore (and roughly the location of
modern Hagerstown). It would have been in the Sharpsburgh Hundred by the 1765 di-
vision, or in the Marsh Hundred before that.
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Figure 3. Riggs loci in Maryland

»

«

The Anacostia River (Eastern Branch of the Potomac) enters at bottom right across from the “ia

in “Alexandria.” Rock Creek enters at milepost O of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal (the green
path). Broad Run is at about mile 32 (red numerals), and White’s Ferry at about mile 35. The
Monocacy River enters the Potomac at about mile 42. Harper’s Ferry is located at about mile 61,
and Antietam Creek enters the Potomac at about mile 69. The canal ends at Pennsylvania.
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Figure 4. James' nggs lease of part of Concord, 1734, first page
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Figure 6. Gravestone of Mary, wife of William® Riggs
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Figure 7. Lydia Riggs’s Bible, births
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Figure 8. Lydia Riggs’s Bible, marriages
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Figure 9. Lydia Riggs’s Bible, deaths
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Figure 10. Mahlon and Lydia Riggs Family Register, 1852

©2011-2022 Alvy Ray Smith X 3/15/2026



\
f n
FORM No. 1. )i &
N [
)
£ S

i
i
%

Do

L1 2/ Ap 1780
Rrerd 29 Fevt 786 -

A Oraugtt of @ survey calted Hmity” sivare an e warers of
Merrong? River /12 Wga/ﬂy/m oty conrang Se/skes swiot 117€25UrE ere o
(CUTeq Ju2e ye 127 1767 for Jeremiah ENis Riggs ass<e of Bazj) Sroker
171 Conseguesice of.a Certirt for 400 Act granred fo s% Sroker by the et
Cormmiss® agpoinred by Virg2 10.agiusrthe claims ro uhnparenred Lamds|. . ;.
7 e Counries Morong?. Yolig4, & oo Y auly entered wints ye Cownty _
Surve b

Fresley Nevill) g 2]
) sk

B > Man2 Risctile

72 Lukens, Esgr, Surv Gert.

1X TESTIMONY that the above is @ oopy of the original remaining on file in . ¥
the Department of Internal Affairs of Pennsylvania, made .
comformably to an Act of Assembly approvedthe 16th day of
February 1888, I have hereunto set my hand and caused
- the Seal of said Deparitment to be affixed at Harrisburg,

this.... cuplbtactith. ... day of ...y, 1907 .
%{Wy,{é« i,

‘:wlflnkrnal Affairs. -

Figure 11. 1787 survey in Washington Co., Pa., for Jeremiah Ellis® Riggs

©2011-2022 Alvy Ray Smith XI 3/15/2026



T

¢ Fiftcenth day of .s‘ep,
ions by you given con-
== of your Deputies,

mmu in Purfuance of the Order of the Board of Property of th
“Uember, 1784, and the Seventh day of March, 1785, and of
formably thereto, a Survcy hath bcs: made by «.

Conthe {2 % day of

/aﬁ;mc dndan M
2 County,. for

_ into yout Office,. dn &hc Yz

o, /M ..,/ Coadies

g

tz Infl

I/é/“ }‘qu mAr; ru
of a Tra&, containi

/@J

bt o -

day ofofz-aa in

Sevent F{undrcd and% as appears by )our (.,cm cate therey]
{nns the faid n/j;,/ [0 /é)
el e /éw
€. are to aut i€ and rcq\nrc you to ‘accept the faid Survey in

mzk.c:;z.um thereof lmo (hc Office Gbg Seg tary of the Land-Office i in
by Patentto the faid W —_—

~And fo?ro doing, this {hall be your Wnrnnt
S Qlitnels whereiFrinas Y,

57" hath fereunto fet hjs. Hand, and canfed th
tk =L Har

\ay o
dnd Mncl) %«5 [ ¢

erScalo/ the faid Commo

===

haxh paid (to the Recciver-General) the Purd

Gnhmwr 0

~mllu}'carly'wvbvd ¢ nw/and&mﬂun- -

and

fandred
e mand relchd

hc Year One Thoufand
to the Secretary of the

¢M¢!ﬁu&m{//é’ﬂ

thafe Moncy due for the
b your Office, and to
‘Drder for Confirmation,

Me[a:dc‘ammwlllc
alth to be Inerandogﬁ:«d.

Figure 12. 1795 warrant for Washington Co., Pa., land to Jeremiah E.? Riggs

©2011-2022 Alvy Ray Smith XII

3/15/2026



7 ..‘.... A,
\mwt\
\«\&t\\ _. ._mv ..k..o::.oo _..3?3.

\§§

. .sé:.tx __ 30 shap e o34

Fhiouts purt pospungy w2 _..as.:..xa Qv 6030
i payne> pue *pury] st 2 oY iy ....3!5&8 ..
NI sy [1e Jo 1031 ‘GO 4t 348 panAtigp 2 o

PIOD [[F 30 Uvd Yifld 23 .zg..t%. pue Buy .&zn a;Esos sy Rk .ns..tn

hO'.E\.:.— A r:(.nz.— 1

\$v S\V\\\-\\\Q\ .

n\\\uw.u_ ._s__ omun ‘saqurdomy ».E< W ._.. ..1:e —H. Br..—. v_ u.c TIOH O 1.-u><= o.-. B

FEpr ey
\\ \ts\\ e \x. \\\).VS&& Gt

izﬁe.z ut posonany o sy, pi Zu_.?u g

, BN ﬂV&v QS&\..“N %ﬂi\hs\- .\.\\\\ e ;\S&q\
 (frmaDapl oy 5T @3.\ 49 4Py

. (9 4
BN/

; - i % u %&g\\\V\Q
x\é\x‘\\\w\o@ praoie
\\?¥§\§§§\\Q¢\,§m§ wo 9y i 2
\i\kxw\wn\mﬁ\\\s\\w&vxka 7 o \v\.\ weory %éa.\\ z\\wxs ooy xj %\\w;\k@x\u.
, " ,.\?3?\\33\8
rfpbon hrr iy,
A \\\3\&
C\\.Q\*ﬂ\g&v\!

= s eafo g by
\ s A\Qn\!\ ot \x&*\&\m&v&v\
\@\t&é #*%

\@\3\?\\%

\ ‘Rﬁﬁ(\\!@

; .\No.e\w\ syt
565 ;é\%_w\ é : \%x.\\e%»\ “\\\\

Q\ \\s&ﬁ!?ﬁoo..ax.rg&..

Q@& z.@s

g\\ %.3\

Figure 13. 1795 patent of Washington Co., Pa., land to Jeremiah E.? Riggs

» ...& .\6 ~r @tﬁ&}.\\ku \2&6 &%\S\m
\ﬁ 224/ 0 2ir ks gy v\\}n\\\(i\ a:uﬁﬁ »\a z‘h
T o e

\\! \.\c\ 22,22, RQ.\\Q&\ o1
Y K uz:.mmuO oEoQ, =E= 85..9& djoyp woym 03 {Te o, ‘BIMRRY

3/15/2026

XIII

©2011-2022 Alvy Ray Smith



: —~ 5.5 16 w 4300 .3108&

cer R 1 935 3, ~ 2000 -
735 w 3400. -

ers. I mitow oS % w 3650

p. 0 1784 12 8 4 W 130.73

rder\No. J255.
, ‘;_l. 1785

Spcirrs orr Werrant
wece dated aa:.’.v/, 1780

EXHIBIT #q

“MECardills Odsigrn~
PRTRICK Mc CARDILL *
2835%3Rs &AL
War. Nov. 25,1786,
Sur. Dec. &3,/75 Q4
Pat_Dec. 1, 1787 jn

- To Potrick McCareil/.
7 Pt - 241, %

“Hobsons Chorce” y
WILLIAM JACKSON,
Alias . JACKMA,

F477% As. & RU:

A “Hnuty" ;
JEREMIAH ELLIS RIGES. s
RISIGNEE BAGIT STOKER. .»’: i o
36! 72 As. Strict :
Sur. June 12,1787 one
Virgunie Cartificele.

Pot tipril 13,1795 /o

Pot April 9,4788
To ﬁ’rﬂﬂ les .
P-14-118.

~f y9r at
——r 87 )

onow Ry A g

Fs.5 ﬂI}am st :a/,q /rm;,l f‘& ‘{,;

201585 o .
Fo%ron st ot e :

27-7/.

Figure 14. Jeremiah Ellis® Riggs property, Washington Co., Pa., 1795

©2011-2022 Alvy Ray Smith XV 3/15/2026



Yinry. Yetrory

w

=

[

< '3;// Almearn
‘8 3% Wati U &y,
; o e Y e W&
Y NI O RN
L] A 8 B +
o 0 s '," N “ry
i S ISt D 40
z “oné, Ne «f 4,’.‘ )
v 67’ ? AL
81 m

' = ) G o o

2 ¢ ! :’., "":‘ 5 .?’.l:' 27 \/

s [P A e
oot D gy 2T, NN E % i, 8
:.,,..:5 B G ?’) \\‘ P /f e R "

“ -

Figure 15. Allen Twp., Washington Co., Pa., 1876, with M. and J. L. Riggs shaded.
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FAYETTE CITY QUADRANGLE 295¥

Figure 16. USGS map, Washington Co., Pa., 1954, with Riggs properties outlined.
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Dorothy Jane Riggs John Lester Riggs

1832 * 1911 1824 © 1902

Figure 18. Dorothy Jane (Biles) and John Lester® Riggs
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Figure 19. Owen’ Riggs, founder of St. Elizabeth, Miller Co., Mo.
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B. F. RIGGS.

Figure 20. Benjamin F.° Riggs, sheriff of Pleasants Co., W.Va.

©2011-2022 Alvy Ray Smith XIX 3/15/2026



Figure 21. Portia May/Mae’ (Riggs) Rice and her father, Porter® Riggs.

©2011-2022 Alvy Ray Smith XX 3/15/2026



Figure 22. Edwin Harvey’ Riggs (right), c1900-1910, Brewster, Nebr.
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7

Figure 23. Daughters of Oliver Sansom® Riggs, from left: Myrtle’, Dorothy’, Bernice’,
Velma’, Olive’, and lona’
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RIGGS FAMILY RECORD

A\ MARRIED

January 26,1826

\Blosnor C. Fisher \ May 27, 1803 /g January 26,1626

John Shirley

Mertha €. Elliot
e
Parentss
¥ Erasmus C. Riggs

v Lucy Jo Shirley

Children:
Mary E. Riggs
Martha Jo Riggs
YLee P. Riggs '
Kate C. Riggs
v John M. Riggs
Stonewall J. Riggs
v/ Albert S. Riggs
TNIN (e loel by
v Elizabeth A. Riggs
v"Alice Riggs
v VWiade Riggs
v Cora Riggs
Myrtle E. Riggs

o« Lucy O. Riggs

Fobruazy 14/ 1609 Yy 10, 1540_73{'_-' 4

January 18,1819

February 17,1827

June 23,1843

December 9,1861
February 6,1863
May 17, 1864
August 30,1366
September 16,1868
September 10,1870
February 24,1873
March 4,1875
September 20,1877
May 5,137'9
December 28, 13881
December 15,1884

November 1,1888

Cosla

May 10,1840 /

July 12, 1860

July 12,1860

September 28,1881
May 17,1868
November 14,1839
S AL
May 1,1904
February 24,1898

DIED

Januvary 22,1867
July 9,1844
September 9, 1853

August 18,1886

July 19,1915
April 9,1909

Died about 5 yrs. old
December 24,1905
May 8, 1924
April 4,1930
August 21,1869
Avgust 22,1927
March 9,1962
March 6,_1919
Jue 16,1924
December 22,1917
Avgust 6,196}
Avgust 9, 1968

After 1966 171

Figure 24. Page 1 of the Albert Riges® Family Record.
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FAMILY HISTORY

Elean?™
Born on February 17, 1827 to Mr. and Mrs. John W. Riggs (Susan Fiéher) in

Kentucky was Erasmus Columbus Riggs. There were threce other children: John
Williams, who died in infancy, a daugited Eleanor, and another son whom they named
John Williams, also ( as they wished for a son to carry the name of the father).
They moved to Missouri from Kentucky while the children were still young, some-
time about 1837. '

Eleanor Riggs Married John Ball. Their son Johnie R. Ball Jr. ncver married.
John Ball died a short time after their son was born. Later, she married a man
by the name of Powell. To this union a daughter was born, Barbara Ellen. She
married a man named Ridgevay. Eleanor Riggs Powell lived to be an elderly person.

John Williams Riges Jr. married Miss Susan Blanchard. To this wnion five
children were born: Maggie died in girlhood, Nellie, Willie, Walter, and Susie.

Born on June 23,1843 to John and Martha Elliott Shirley of Fayette Co. Missouri,
a daughter Lucy Jane. There were five other children born to this wnions Elizabeth,
Lucy Jane, John, Jimmie and George. This family came to California in 185’?.“ and

settled in Colusa Co. -, :~ b
> €N o

John married Misg;;mb and Yo this union was born seven children: Bettle,
Bertha, Susie, Ethern, Edgar, Millie, Maude, and Paul who died in October 1915
at the age of 70 yrs. George Died a small boy, and Elizabeth died as a young girl.
Jimmie died. The father died September 3,1853, after a hard struggle making &
living. Martha married a man named George Tucker, who was a widower with several
children. To this wiion a son, Josephs

Joseph Bucker married Miss Annie Harris., No children born, so the adopted a
baby girl, Thurza.

Erasmus C. Riggs came to California with relatives by ox team in 1849, mining
around Dutch Flat and Marysville in Placier Co. In 1852, he returned to Missouri,
making the trip. In 1853, he went back to California, mining and coocking in a
mining camp.

Figure 25. Page 2 of the Albert Riggs® Family Record.
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He was married to Miss Lucy Jane Shirley in 1860. Iucy Jane Shirley came %o
California with her family in 1£59. They crossed the "Plains" by ox teams .
After her marriage to Erasmus, they moved to Lake Ce, on the Faught place.
Three children were born: Mary E., Martha J., and Iee P. In 1865, they went to
Oregon, later returning to Lake Co. settling on the Crawford place, While they
were there, Jobn M. and Stonewall J. were born.
In 1871, they moved % to a place owned by a Dutchman nemed Dan Weedig. Later

they bought the place ard six other children were born,

lee P, Riggs merried Cynthia Ann Welty. These were dad's grandfather and gramd-
mothers | o Afia tonions ioonds ) S CHARA e ooun | Humanc
Qo
Ceaiq, -« {rmmun, Siaws sauy thod Xee dianit gudte a oot
aand hoot a wad tomgese . LWhen Fuman. was (8
Lo
ho Aodhue pusched hame dovsn a {uqhy e Slaces
M panine, Wi ‘oo.ed

Figure 26. Page 3 of the Albert Riggs® Family Record.
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